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MISSOULA, MONT.— Six University of Montana alumni will be honored with Distinquished Service Awards at
the 1968 UM Hcmecoraing Oct. 4-5, Jack Ryan, associate director of the UM Alumni Association,
announced recently.
To be honored are Annie Maclay Leffingwell, class of '26; Dr. Grace Eldering, class of
'27; James Castles,class of '38; Gen. John II. Hay Jr., class of ’40; Robert L. Staffanson,
class of *48, and Edison Real Bird, class of '57.
The awards will be made Friday evening, October 4, at a Singing on the Steps, held
the

front steps

of Main Hall on the

on

Missoula campus.

The awards are given each year to alumni who have distinguished themselves and the
University through their professions.

A secret committee evaluates and nominates alumni

for the award yearly.
Six is the highest number of alumni to be honored in one year.

Honorees this year

include:
Mrs. Leffingwell, a native of Lolo, who was graduated from the University of Montana
in 1926 with a bachelor's degree in botany, economics and education.

She has remained in

the U. S. Public Health Service (USPHS) Commissioned Reserve as Senior Nurse Officer since
1953 and now resides in La Jolla, Calif.
In 1928 Mrs. Leffingwell earned a master's degree in botany and biology at Washington
State University in Pullman and in 1935 a bachelor of nursing degree from Yale University.
From 1939 to 1941 she served as a director of the field teaching unit for public health
nurses at the University of Oregon Medical School.

She then moved to the U. S. Civil

Service, where she was a public health nurse consultant.

In this capacity, Mrs. Leffing

well developed a department of health in Ada County, Idaho.
m
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She joined the USPHS as a senior nurse officer in 1947.

Mrs. Leffingwell worked as a<

special consultant in field studies on tuberculosis and then as educational director of the
New York City Department of Health.
Dr. Eldering, who is chief of the Division of the Western Michigan Department of Health
Laboratories, Grand Rapids, was b o m in Myers, Mont., southwest of Hysham, and worked as a
rural teacher m

Montana before graduating from the University in 1927.

Upon graduation she

taught English and biology in Hysham for a year.
In 1928 Dr. Eldering took a position with the Michigan Department of Health Laboratory
as a bacteriologist.

For nearly 20 years she assisted Dr. Pearl Kendrick, director of the

Western Michigan Section Laboratories, Grand Rapids, in a series of studies on the diagnosis
and prevention of whooping cough.

They developed and tested the pertussis vaccine from

1934-1940.
Dr. Eldering is a fellow of both the American Association for the Advancement of Science
and the American Public Health Association.
Castles, a member of the UM Foundation board of trustees, earned his bachelor of laws
degree from the UM Law School in 1938.

Born in Missoula and raised in Superior, he moved

to Deer Lodge to practice law after graduation.
Castles has been a member of the Bar Associations in Montana, Washington and Oregon,
and currently practices in the Castles and Musick firm at Beaverton, Ore.

He is secretary

and general counsel to the Tektronix Corp. and serves as director of Lincoln Memorial Park
in Portland, Ore.
Born m

Thief River Fall£, Mich., and raised in Billings, Mont., Gen. Hay is now in

charge of the defense of Saigon in Vietnam.

He was an ROTC student at UM, graduating in

1940 with a degree in forestry and civil engineering.

He worked as a forester on Oregon's

Crater Lake until 1942, when he joined the Army.
Gen. Hay was a colonel by 195S and a brigadier general in command of the armed forces
an Berlin by 1964.

He saw combat in Italy in World War II and won the U. S. Silver Star, the

Legion of Merit with Oak Leaf Cluster and the Bronze Star Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters.
more
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Gen. Hay was graduated from a Swiss mountain climbing school, a ski school and an
avalanche school.

He earned the International Gold Medal in skiing and commanded a moun

tain training center in Austria.

Gen. Hay has been hailed as one of the Army's top experts

on warfare in snow-covered mountains.
Staffanson, who directs the Springfield, Mass., Symphony, was born in Sidney.

He was

awarded a bachelor's degree

in music in 1948 and a master's degree in 1949 from UN.

Staffanson studied in Paris

and then returned to Missoula to serve as assistant conductor

of the Symphony.

In 1950 he moved to Billings where he organized and directed the Billings

Symphony.
Staffanson was invited
years later was selected as

to guest conduct the Philadelphia Symphony in 1952 and three
director and conductor of the Springfield Symphony Orchestra,

Symphony Chorus and the Massachusetts Young People's Symphony.

He has also served as con

ductor for the Mount Holyoke College Orchestra.
In 1964 he was awarded the Concert Artists Guild Citation for Excellence.

Staffanson

won an honorary Doctor of Music degree from American International College, Springfield,
and an honorary Doctor of Humanics for displaying "recognition of the responsibility of the
educated man as a citizen..." from Springfield College.
Real Bird, Crow Agency, serves as chairman of the Crow Tribe.
science degree in business administration at UM in 1957.
as vice chairman of the tribe.

He earned a bachelor of

From 1960-63, Real Bird served

He worked as a probation officer in the Montana Justice

Department before returning to the agency in 1966, when he was elected Crow chairman.

He

was re-elected chairman in 1968, the only man ever to win the position twice.
Real Bird represented Montana at the Kennedy inauguration in 1961 and he was chairman
of the Indian Conference held in Chicago in the same year.

He has bettered his own commun

ity by promoting the adoption of Community Action and other programs offered by the Office
of Economic Opportunity.

He pioneered the formation of the Custer Reenactment, now held

yearly at Custer Battlefield, and has promoted harmony between white communities and his
own race.
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